Jeremiah 29:1-14

29These are the words of the letter that the prophet Jeremiah sent from

Jerusalem to the remaining elders among the exiles, and to the priests, the
prophets, and all the people, whom Nebuchadnezzar had taken into exile from
Jerusalem to Babylon. “This was after King Jeconiah, and the queen mother,
the court officials, the leaders of Judah and Jerusalem, the artisans, and the
smiths had departed from Jerusalem. “The letter was sent by the hand of
Elasah son of Shaphan and Gemariah son of Hilkiah, whom King Zedekiah of
Judah sent to Babylon to King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. It said: “Thus says
the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent into
exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: “Build houses and live in them; plant gardens
and eat what they produce. °Take wives and have sons and daughters; take
wives for your sons, and give your daughters in marriage, that they may bear
sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease. 'But seek the
welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the LORD on
its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare.

®For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Do not let the prophets
and the diviners who are among you deceive you, and do not listen to the
dreams that they dream, “for it is a lie that they are prophesying to you in my
name; I did not send them, says the LORD. *°For thus says the LORD: Only
when Babylon’s seventy years are completed will I visit you, and I will fulfill to
you my promise and bring you back to this place. *'For surely I know the plans
I have for you, says the LORD, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give
you a future with hope. '“Then when you call upon me and come and pray to
me, I will hear you. **When you search for me, you will find me; if you seek
me with all your heart, *“I will let you find me, says the LorD, and I will
restore your fortunes and gather you from all the nations and all the places
where I have driven you, says the LORD, and I will bring you back to the place
from which I sent you into exile.

Numbers 13:16-20

1 3 '*These were the names of the men whom Moses sent to spy out the

land. And Moses changed the name of Hoshea son of Nun to Joshua. '’"Moses
sent them to spy out the land of Canaan, and said to them, “"Go up there into
the Negeb, and go up into the hill country, ‘*and see what the land is like, and
whether the people who live in it are strong or weak, whether they are few or
many, “and whether the land they live in is good or bad, and whether the
towns that they live in are unwalled or fortified, “’and whether the land is rich



or poor, and whether there are trees in it or not. Be bold, and bring some of
the fruit of the land.” Now it was the season of the first ripe grapes.

Numbers 13:23-33

13 >And they came to the Wadi Eshcol, and cut down from there a branch

with a single cluster of grapes, and they carried it on a pole between two of
them. They also brought some pomegranates and figs. “*That place was called
the Wadi Eshcol, because of the cluster that the Israelites cut down from
there. °At the end of forty days they returned from spying out the land.

“°And they came to Moses and Aaron and to all the congregation of the
Israelites in the wilderness of Paran, at Kadesh; they brought back word to
them and to all the congregation, and showed them the fruit of the land. *’And
they told him, "We came to the land to which you sent us; it flows with milk
and honey, and this is its fruit. “°Yet the people who live in the land are
strong, and the towns are fortified and very large; and besides, we saw the
descendants of Anak there. “°The Amalekites live in the land of the Negeb; the
Hittites, the Jebusites, and the Amorites live in the hill country; and the
Canaanites live by the sea, and along the Jordan.” *°But Caleb quieted the
people before Moses, and said, “Let us go up at once and occupy it, for we are
well able to overcome it.” *'Then the men who had gone up with him said, “We
are not able to go up against this people, for they are stronger than we.” **So
they brought to the Israelites an unfavorable report of the land that they had
spied out, saying, “The land that we have gone through as spies is a land that
devours its inhabitants; and all the people that we saw in it are of great

size. **There we saw the Nephilim (the Anakites come from the Nephilim); and
to ourselves we seemed like grasshoppers, and so we seemed to them.”

Numbers 14:1-9

14Then all the congregation raised a loud cry, and the people wept that

night. “And all the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron; the whole
congregation said to them, “"Would that we had died in the land of Egypt! Or
would that we had died in this wilderness! *Why is the LORD bringing us into
this land to fall by the sword? Our wives and our little ones will become booty;
would it not be better for us to go back to Egypt?” “So they said to one
another, “Let us choose a captain, and go back to Egypt.”

"Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the
congregation of the Israelites. °And Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of



Jephunneh, who were among those who had spied out the land, tore their
clothes “and said to all the congregation of the Israelites, “The land that we
went through as spies is an exceedingly good land. °If the LORD is pleased with
us, he will bring us into this land and give it to us, a land that flows with milk
and honey. “Only, do not rebel against the LORD; and do not fear the people of
the land, for they are no more than bread for us; their protection is removed
from them, and the LORD is with us; do not fear them.”

Deuteronomy 31:1-15

3 1When Moses had finished speaking all these words to all Israel, *he said

to them: “I am now one hundred twenty years old. I am no longer able to get
about, and the LORD has told me, ‘You shall not cross over this

Jordan.’ °The LORD your God himself will cross over before you. He will destroy
these nations before you, and you shall dispossess them. Joshua also will cross
over before you, as the LORD promised. “The LoRrRD will do to them as he did to
Sihon and Og, the kings of the Amorites, and to their land, when he destroyed
them. "The LoRrD will give them over to you and you shall deal with them in full
accord with the command that I have given to you. °Be strong and bold; have
no fear or dread of them, because it is the LORD your God who goes with you;
he will not fail you or forsake you.” “Then Moses summoned Joshua and said
to him in the sight of all Israel: “"Be strong and bold, for you are the one who
will go with this people into the land that the LORD has sworn to their
ancestors to give them; and you will put them in possession of it. °It is

the LORD who goes before you. He will be with you; he will not fail you or
forsake you. Do not fear or be dismayed.”

“Then Moses wrote down this law, and gave it to the priests, the sons of Levi,
who carried the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and to all the elders of
Israel. '°’Moses commanded them: “Every seventh year, in the scheduled year
of remission, during the festival of booths, ‘'when all Israel comes to appear
before the LORD your God at the place that he will choose, you shall read this
law before all Israel in their hearing. *?Assemble the people—men, women,
and children, as well as the aliens residing in your towns—so that they may
hear and learn to fear the LORD your God and to observe diligently all the
words of this law, “and so that their children, who have not known it, may
hear and learn to fear the LORD your God, as long as you live in the land that
you are crossing over the Jordan to possess.”

“The LORD said to Moses, “Your time to die is near; call Joshua and present
yourselves in the tent of meeting, so that I may commission him.” So Moses
and Joshua went and presented themselves in the tent of meeting, **and



the LORD appeared at the tent in a pillar of cloud; the pillar of cloud stood at
the entrance to the tent.



